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THE AG6AU REPEATERS   
YOUR DONATION TO THE REPEATER FUND WILL KEEP US COM MUNICATING!!  

IRLP Node 7195 and the AG6AU-R Echolink 668182 node are available for use 
on the 440 and 2 meter repeaters.  Autopatch available on 2/440 repeaters 
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Bob, W1RH 
  
This month’s QSL card comes to us from Verne, K6DN.   
 
How’s that new SteppIR working out for you, Verne? 
 
I think the answer is in this QSL card!   Iran is not one of 
the easiest parts of the world to work from California. 
 
Verne had to bust one heck of a pileup to work this one.  
He did it in April of this year, on 20 meter SSB. 
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As our use of wireless devices increase, concerns about how radio frequencies 
are currently allocated naturally will arise. Smartphones, bluetooth speakers, 
Wi-Fi routers, smart appliances are all typically competing for the same radio 
space, leading to the inevitable increase in spectrum congestion and noise. In a 
document released last week, The US Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) asked for public input precisely on this topic. The changes to the radio 
spectrum noise floor is due to the increasing number of devices that emit radio 
energy. The FCC admits that, currently, they have limited data to support their 
evidence of the increasing noise floors so they will need the public's help.  
 
They briefly outline the types of devices that generate radio noise.  
 
There are the unintentional radiators. These devices generate radio energy for 
internal use but are not designed to emit them. Portable electronic devices and 
computers fall in this category and FCC regulations are in place to limit the 
radio energy of these devices.  
 
Next are the licensed and unlicensed radiators. Bluetooth devices, wireless 
routers, TV and radio stations and microwave ovens are examples of these 
devices and their radio emission is also regulated. The third type, which ap-
pears to be the area of concern in the study, are incidental radiators. These de-
vices are not designed to generate or emit radio energy but they still emit RF 
by virtue of their operation. Power lines, electric motors, power supplies and 
transformers are main examples of this type. The FCC states that there is little 
regulation against the RF noise generated by these devices.  
 
The FCC document then lists a number of questions concerning sources and 
locations of noise problems, evidence of increases to the noise floor in the past 
20 years and how a radio noise study could be conducted. It's particularly tell-
ing that they specifically ask what efforts could be taken to improve the noise 
generated by incidental radiators if they are indeed a concern. Increased regu-
lation of these devices may be in the pipeline depending on the quantitative 
evidence collected in the study.  
 
If you want to help the FCC in this study, you could submit a comment via an 
electronic flier in their Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) located 
here. Search for Proceeding No. 16-191 to file your comment and upload re-
lated documents.  
 
If you prefer a paper filer instead, instructions for mailing the filer to the FCC 
Headquarters are provided in the document as well.  
 
The comment filing deadline is August 11, 2016 so act fast if you want to con-
tribute to the study   



$�
������
 �����
 ��%���
)
����
&'()*
+��,
('*
��,
-


�

�
 

�
�������(����
����!"#$�

�
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  
                                         
 
  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

¨ Meeting: Club meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for June and November), 7:15 PM,  
at the Federated Church, 1031 Thompson Way, Placerville 

 
¨ Club Nets: Tuesday evenings, 8:00 PM, on the AG6AU repeater, 147.825 MHz  / 441.725 MHz / 52.78 MHz / 927.275 
 
¨ Mailing Address:El Dorado County ARC, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667 
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President� Don McCallum AF6ND � mcchalium@gmail.com 

Vice President� Don Brooks KG6YST � drbjfb@yahoo.com 

Treasurer� Jeremiah Norrell  K6JRN � jeronthenet23@gmail.com 

Secretary� Jordan Heichman KJ6NHF � radon@jordan-h.com 

Board Member� Bob LeClerc KR6N � kr6n@comcast.net 

Board Member� Verne Terwilliger  K6DN � verne.terwilliger@gmail.com 

Board Member� Mark Ashurst KJ6EUO �  

Board Member� Aaron Tassin 
  

KK6MCY 
  

�  
  

Repeater Trustee� Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843           �w1rh@arrl.net 

Newsletter Editor� Bob Hess W1RH 530-350-3843           �w1rh@arrl.net 

Webmaster� Jay Harmor KE6GLA
  

� jharmor@comcast.net 
 


